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	Task:
	LANE END FARM TRUST RISK ASSESSMENT

	Activity:
	BUSH CRAFT

	People at risk:
	Activity leader, participant students, teachers, volunteers

	Assessment carried out by:
	Alison Fox

	Date of assessment:
	17/01/2020

	Review date:
	January 2021

	
	Before Control
	
	After Control



	Hazard
	Harm
	Likelihood (L) 1-3
	Severity  (S) 1-3 
	Rating (LxS)    1-9
	Control Measures
	Likelihood (L) 1-3
	Severity  (S) 1-3 
	Rating (LxS)    1-9

	Access to site – walking along road, crossing road
	Car collision, injury, death
	2
	3
	6
	· Participants made aware of risk
· Care taken when walking to site, walk in line with staff members at front and back in single file.
· Participants wear hi-visibility vests
	1
	3
	3

	Access to site - walkers /cyclists / horse riders
	Participants knocked over, injury, trampled, broken limbs
	2
	3
	6
	· Participants made aware of risk
· Care taken when walking to site, walk in line with staff members at front and back in single file.
· Participants wear hi-visibility jackets
	1
	3
	3

	Approaches from public

	Interference, harassment, abduction
	2
	3
	3
	· Supervision ratios maintained


	1
	3
	3

	Canopy Layer – deadwood overhead 
	Hit in eye, head, crush & impact injuries
	2
	3
	6
	· Site checked so risk can be avoided 
· Dangerous trees and/or branches dealt with (removed/felled)

· Site not used in high winds
	1
	3
	3

	Shrub Layer – deadwood hanging / deadwood standing
	Hit in eye, head, crush & impact injuries
	2
	3
	6
	· Site checked so risk can be avoided

· Removal if appropriate
	1
	3
	3

	Shrub layer – branches at eye level or head height
	Hit in face, eyes, cuts, grazes
	3
	2
	6
	· Site check

· Safety talk to participants to remind of careful movement around site

· Monitored during activity and removed if possible
	1
	2
	2

	Field Layer – poisonous plants / fungi
	Sickness, rash, allergic reaction, poisoning
	2
	3
	6
	· Safety talk to participants 

· Site checked and risky areas noted

· Careful selection of natural materials for activities

· Wash/wipe hands before eating and drinking

· Consent forms with details of any known allergies
· Anti-histamines in First Aid kit
	1
	3
	3

	Field Layer – brambles, stinging nettles, prickly plants, insect bites, stings
	Cuts, grazes, thorns, rashes, allergic reactions, stings
	3
	3
	9
	· Safety talk to participants 

· Careful selection of natural materials for activities

· Avoidance of particularly bad areas

· Consent forms with details of any known allergies and any relevant medication made available 

· Anti-histamines in First Aid kit


	2
	3
	6

	Ground Layer – hidden logs, exposed roots, tree stumps, hidden rocks, uneven ground, vegetation, mud

	Slips, trips, falls, bumps, injury, cuts, grazes
	3
	2
	6
	· Site checked

· If possible, clear major hazards to the edge or clearing

· Safety talk to participants warning to take care

· Major concerns dealt with 
	2
	2
	4

	Ground Layer – broken glass, rubbish, litter

	Trips, cuts, injury, entrapment, disease
	2
	2
	4
	· Site checked

· Clearing actions 
· Safety talk to participants warning to take care
· Hands washed/wiped before eating and drinking
	1
	2
	2

	Ground Layer – animal faeces
	Disease, germs
	2
	3
	6
	· Site checked and visible evidence cleared

· Hands washed/wiped before eating and drinking 
	1
	3
	3

	Animals on site

	Ticks, infection from ticks, infection from rat urine, other diseases, hygiene issues

	2
	3
	6
	· Participants made aware and told to follow hand washing/hygiene instructions

· Tick remover in first aid kit

· Sanitising hand gel in first aid kit
	1
	3
	3

	Structures – shelters, fire area, seating created on site
	Structure collapse – crush or squash injuries, trips, falls, breakages

	3
	2
	6
	· Structures checked, during site check, for stability & safety. Any unsafe or unstable structures to be dismantled/made safe or marked as unsafe and participants kept away
	1
	2
	2

	Camp fires 
	Burns, smoke inhalation, fire out of control
	2
	3
	6
	· Safety talk to participants

· Appropriate P.P.E. to be used

· Fire area cleared to avoid fire spreading

· Participants kept at safe distance from fire and smoke
· Water kept on site to extinguish fire

· Burn treatments in first aid kit
	1
	3
	3

	Use of sharp implements
	Cuts, harm to self or others
	2
	3
	6
	· Initial assessment of ability of participants to stay safe

· Appropriate P.P.E. to be used

· Safety talk to participants

· Close monitoring of activity by staff

· Appropriate first aid equipment carried
	1
	3
	3

	Weather Conditions
	Hypothermia, hyperthermia, sun burn, sun stroke
	2
	3
	6
	· Weather forecast checked prior to session

· ‘Strong’ winds or thunderstorm = automatic cancellation of activity

· Group able to leave site by walking at any time should the weather change

· Suitable clothing to be checked prior to session (waterproof, warm, cool clothing, sun hats)

· Spare clothing available

· Sun tan lotion provided if required

· Hot/cold drinks available as necessary
	1
	3
	3

	Outdoor activity setting – accidents, injuries, emergencies on site
	Unable to contact emergency services, first aid required
	2
	3
	6
	· Staff to carry charged up walkie talkie

· Supervision ratios maintained

· At least one first aid certificate holder present at all times

· First Aid kit available

· Base notified of who is at the setting
	1
	3
	3

	Lost, missing, absconding participant
	Disorientation, abduction, distress
	2
	3
	6
	· Supervision ratios maintained

· Regular head counts

· Use well defined path to site

· Site boundaries regularly reinforced

· Lost or missing child procedure followed
	1
	3
	3
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